Successful use of recombinant factor VIIa (NovoSeven) during cardiac surgery in a pediatric patient with congenital factor XI deficiency.
We report our experience with the use of recombinant activated factor VII (rFVIIa) during cardiac surgery in a 4.5-year-old boy with severe congenital FXI deficiency and a congenital heart disease. After weaning the patient from cardiopulmonary bypass, the first intravenous dose of rFVIIa (90 microg/kg) was administered. This same dosage was repeated eight more times, at 2- to 4-hour intervals postoperatively. There was no bleeding during and after surgery. rFVIIa treatment may be used successfully in children with severe FXI deficiency in major operations such as open heart surgery.